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Time Line for Silverton Scho@allery

1917 Silverton School Completed

Earlyl 9 7 O 0 s SilvertonSchool Closed, students bused to New Denver

19771996 SilvertonFire Department housed in east side on lower |

19781981 SilvertonSchool renamed Silverton Gallery
Slocan_ake Gallery Society established in 1981
Extensive renovations building

Latel 9 9 0 6 s Addition to East side of Building
Frank Mills Outdoor Mining Museum opened on ground

2001 Metal Roof Replaced, Stucco and Trim painted
2008 SilvertonGallery becomes a Municipal Heritage Building



Silverton School Students (likely Dominion Day Celebratt@i)919] SHS A006020084



Silverton School

T he Silverton School opened to a school population of 77

students in 1917. Two classrooms occupied the upstairs o
the school. The junior grades were one to three and the
senior grades were four to six. Tingt two teachers were

Mr. Sparks, a very strict disciplinarian and Migshaswho
taught the lower grades.

Jim King was one of the first senior teacher and he was a v
popular teacher with the students and parents. |n fact, autl
John Norris I n oOld Silver
people came from the surrounding areas just to attend his
cl asses and hi s own mot her
Roseberyo Silverton so that her young daughters could be
NI s school . 0O
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®  School & Lockup [ca1920s] SHS A0GB000017 School & Loclkup [ca1920s]SHS A0060060041



The Silverton School was built with formal plans from Victoria;
this was fairly unusual for a rural school, which were usual built
without plans on a smaller scale.

Schoolsvhich enrolled at least twenty pupils were classified as
Rural Schools. These schools were established within fermally
defined rural school districts and were administered by locally

elected school trustees

This schoohouse was, according to the fashion of the times, hig
from the ground with concrete foundations and a basement
underneath, with two flights of steps leading up to the porch, cui
cloakroom, cum washroom, with larger windows on one side
only. It had high ceilings with is still the nucleus of the present
building known as the Silverton Gallery.



Department of Works

Notice of Tender for
Silverton School October
24, 1916

J. E. Griffith Deputy
Minister
and Public Works
Engineer

DEPARTMENT OF WORKS.

NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS.

SILVERTON SCHOOL,

Slf.\l.lf“ TENDERS, superscribed “ Tender for

Silverton School,” will be received by the Hon.

the Minister of Public Works up to 12 o’clock noon

of Tuesday, the 24th day of October, 1916, for the

erection and completion of a two-room school and

outbuilding at Silverton, in the Slocan Electoral
District, B.C.

Plans. specifications, contract, and forms of ten-
der may be seen on and rafter the 11th day of
Oc¢tober, 1916, at the office of the Provincial Con-
stable, Silverton, B.C.; Mr. R. J. Stenson, Govern-
ment Agent, Court-house, Kaslo; Mr. J. Cartmel,
Government Agent, Court-house, Nelson: or the
Department of Public Works, Victoria, B.C.

Intending tenderers can obtain one copy of
plans and specifications of the above school by
applying to the undersigned with a deposit of ten
dollars ($10), which will be refunded on their
return in good ‘order.

Each proposal must be accompanied by an
accepted bank cheque on a chartered bank of
Canada, made payable to the Hon. the Minister
of Public Works, for a sum equal to 20 per cent.
of tender, which shall be forfeited if the party
tendering decline to enter into contract when called
upon to do so, or if he fail to complete the work
contracted for. The cheques of unsuccessful ten-
derers will be returned to them upon the execution
of the contract.

Tenders will not be considered unless made out
on the forms supplied, signed with the actual signa-
ture of the tenderer, and enclosed in the envelopes
furnished. )

The lowest or any tender not necessarily accepted.

J. BE. GRIFFITH, f
Deputy Minister and Public Works Engincer.

Public Works Department, °)
Victoria, B.C., October 3rd, 1916. ocH
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Blueprint of First Floor PlanStairway & Tw&lass Rooms
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Blueprint of Basement of School




Situated at

Contractor %&0 ’ W//I/%W
S 0.5 §29

~
Address

67005

Contract sum $

s (X

bk

Date of completion

Maintenance period, six months.

PN e
JE 0L (74

V J
//
4 /. f
ZI J’(,A_ ’

Contract for Twdroom
Silverton School

Contractor
George M. William

Contract Total $6,750

Date Completed by Marcl
31511917
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Silverton School Exterior Paint Colours from Contrac




- N S P = N EE
2 28 RGeS ) AT .
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Rare inside photo of school class1920] School Classepl 9206 s ] 3080816 A0Q6
SHS A0068001-0013



The basement or lower level was a recreation area
for the children to play in during inclement weather,
a furnace area and washrooms. The heating was
first a wood furnace (which caused at least two fires
In the bell tower from sparks) then coals and finally
oll.

The building Is centrally heated and information
from local residents that attended the school was
that the school difficult to heat and the heating
challenges were a contributing factor along with the
declining school population



Division TIL
Silverlon Scheel 1930

~

School Class 1936 SHS AGDB6033
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In 1997, British Columbia Building Corporation surveyed
the Gallery withtheserecommendations

1. Removeahe underground fuel tar{bn north side) and
replace with above ground tanks and concrete slab.
Estimatedcost$1500.

2. Remove and replace metal roofing, replace any rotten
wood, remove and replace insulation. Estimated cost
$15,006$20,000

3. Replace furnace with propane. Estimated cost $3,000
$5,000

4. Install proper ventilation for kitchen. Estimated cost $500



Silverton School in distance, Photographer Trotter, [1933]
BC Archives 30477



Silverton School with old school to left [between 1963]



In around 1967, stucco with coloured glass was
Installed on the building

The last few years, students from New Denver and
Silverton were bused between the communities.
The school was closed about 1970, for was used for
two or three years as a kindergarten.

Therewas some vandalisainenthe building was
vacant



Grade 2 Classes with teacher Mrs. Bell 3/@67 o



Slocan Valley &
District
Community Arts
Council newsletter
197576 describes
the meetings and
forming of the arts
council.



